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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . In view of the Appeal Brief filed on March 21 , 2005, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED, A new ground of rejection is set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1 .130, 
1 .131 or 1 .132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .193(b)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 7-8, 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Barber, USPN 6,157,917 (hereafter referred to as Barber). 
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Barber, USPN 6,157,917 (hereafter referred to as Barber) 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Barber tauglit a method of maintaining state information on a 
client (abstract), the method comprising: 

transmitting an unmodifiable cookie which specifies state information from a 
server to the client (column 3, lines 28-34, column 4, lines 61-62); and 

storing the unmodifiable cookie on the client (column 1, lines 58-67), 

5. Regarding dependent claim 2, Barber taught the unmodifiable cookie is 
transmitted from the client to the server when the client makes predefined requests to 
the server (column 5, lines 1-9) and wherein the unmodifiable cookies is transmitted 
with a file (column 5, lines 10-17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3-5, 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barber in view of Brian Grainger, Where Have You Been to Yesterday? (hereafter 
referred to as Grainger). 

8. Regarding dependent claim 3, Barber taught a copy of the unmodifiable cookie is 
stored in a public cookie file (column 1 , lines 62-67, column 2, lines 8-12). Barber does 
not specifically teach a copy of the unmodifiable cookie is stored in a private cookie file. 
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However. Grainger taught a copy of a cookie is stored in a public cookie file 
( \\Windows\Cookies directory, page 1 , area 3) and the cookie is stored in an private 
cookie file in a location separate from the public cookie file on the client 
( \\Windows\Temporarv Internet Files directory, page 1 , area 3). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
incorporating Grainger's public and private cookie files in Barber's system using 
intelligent cookies would have improved system utility. The motivation would have been 
to adapt the system for use with Internet Explorer, one of the most popular Internet 
browsers. 

9. Regarding dependent claim 4, Barber taught in response to a request from the 
client for a document requiring an unmodifiable cookie, checking the public cookie file 
for a matching cookie (column 4, lines 35-48). 

10. Regarding dependent claim 5, Barber taught an unmodifiable cookie (column 2, 
lines 5-15). Grainger taught where no matching cookie is present in the public cookie 
file, checking the private cookie file for a matching cookie (precedent used by Internet 
Explorer, page 1). 

1 1 . The language of claims 7-11, 1 3-1 5 is substantially the same as previously 
rejected claims 1-5, above. Therefore, claims 7-1 1 , 13-1 5 are rejected one the same 
rationale as previously rejected claims 1-5, above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 6 and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest updating the public cookie file to 
reflect the unmodifiable cookies found in the private cookie file when considering the 
limitations of the intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 571-272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/740,527 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2145 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). _ 
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